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TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

success of truth-
It is well that the Congress has fixed upon a six weeks'
UtniL But if it is found that six weeks are not enough
for ensuring non-violence, as far as it is humanly possible,
and for also ensuring continuity of constructive "work,
there would be no shame but additional "credit in taking
further postponement. If thoughtless persons and un-
kind critics regard such postponement as a sign of weak-
ness, the fighteis need not mind such imputations. After
all, the soldier knows when to stay his hand and when to
move on. He knows that often there is action in so-
called inaction, and imprudent action is^ worse than real
inaction. And "weak is not he "who is so called, but he
who feels that he is "weak. Let the members of the Work-
ing Committee realize that the technique of non-violent
action requires general and effective control over forces
of violence, no matter how or by "whom instigated. If
' and when the struggle is resumed, I hope that, in answer
to ray wires, I will not be told that the State Congress
is not responsible for ^violence if it breaks out. Does not
responsible government mean that the people, instead of a
dictator appointed by a Paramount Power, are responsible
for all the acts of the people ? Let them realize that if
violence breaks out on any appreciable scale, it might, very
probably, will be a call for another suspension^ even as
there was suspension in Bardoli, though violence broke.
out in far-off Chauri Chaura.